
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Circular Letter. xxxvii 

'the Society having appointed a Committee to collet! informa- 
tion refpefling thepajl and prefent Jiate of this country, 
the Committee during the laji year addreffed the following 
letter to fuch perfons as were 'likely ', in their opinion to ad- 
vance the object of the Society. 

[CIRCULAR.] 

PHILOSOPHICAL HALL, PHILADELPHIA. 

Sir, 

A. HE American Philofophical Society have always 
coniidered the antiquity, changes, and prefent ftate of their 
own country as primary objects of their refearch ; and 
with a view to facilitate fuch difcoveries, a permanent 
committee has been eftablifhed, among whofe duties the 
following have been recommended as requiring particular 
attention. 

i. To procure one or more entire ikeletons of the Mam- 
moth, fo called, and of fuch other unknown animals as 
either have been, or hereafter may be difcovered in America. 

2. To obtain accurate plans, drawings and defcriptions of 
whatever is interefting, (where the originals cannot be had) 
and efpecially of ancient Fortifications, Tumuli, and other 
Indian works of art : afcertaining the materials compofing 
them, their contents, the purpofes for which they were 
probably defigned, &c. 

3. To invite refearches into the Natural Hiftory of the 
Earth, the changes it has undergone as to Mountains, 
Lakes, Rivers, Prairies, &c. 

4. To 
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4. To inquire into the Cuftoms, Manners, Languages 
and Character of the Indian nations, ancient and modern, 
and their migrations. 

The importance of thefe objects will be acknowledged 
by every Lover of Science, and, we truft, fufficiently apo- 
logize for thus troubling you : for without the aid of gen- 
tlemen who have tafte and opportunity for fuch refearches, 
our means would be very confined. We therefore folicit 
your communications, now or in future, on thefe fubjects ; 
which will be at all times thankfully received, and duly 
noticed in the publications of the Society. 

As to the firft object, the committee fuggeft to Gentle- 
men who may be in the way of inquiries of that kind, 
that the Great Bone Lick on the Ohio, and other places 
where there may be mineral fait, are the moft eligible fpots 
for the purpofe ; becaufe animals are known to refort to 
fuch places. 

With refpect to the fecond head, the committee are de- 
firous that cuts in various directions may be made into 
many of the Tumuli, to afcertain their contents ; while 
the diameter of the largeft tree growing thereon, the num- 
ber of its annulars and the fpecies of the tree, may tend to 
give fome idea of their antiquity. If the works mould be 
found to be of Mafonry ; the length, breadth, and height 
of the walls ought to be carefully meafured, the form and 
nature of the ftones defcribed, and fpecimens of both the 
cement and ftones fent to the committee. 

The beft methods of obtaining information on the other 
fubjects will naturally fuggeft themfelves to you j and we 
rely on a difpofition favourable to our wifhes. 

The 
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The Committee confift of the following Gentlemen, viz. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, Prefident of the American 
Philofophical Society, at Monticello in Virginia. 

JAMES WILKINSON, Commander of the Army at 

Head Quarters. 

GEORGE TURNER, of the Weftern Territory, near 

Cincinnati. 

Dr. CASPAR WISTAR, Vice Prefident ^ 

of the A. P. S. 
Dr. ADAM SEYBERT, Secretary of do. j-in Philada. 
C. W. PEALE, and 
JON. WILLIAMS. J 

Your communications may be addreffed to any one of 
the Committee, but the articles you may think proper to 
furnifh Ihould be fent to this place. 

In behalf of the Committee, 

I am refpe&fully, 

Sir, your obedient fervant, 

■ ' ' . Chairman. 

To ■ 



